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ALKBOROUGH AND WALCOT PARISH MEETING 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 3rd May 2017 

Present 

Cllrs J White (Chairman), S Spencer, S Fell-Bowers, J Gaunt, & D Roberts. Ward Cllr R Ogg. D 
Brian (Clerk). I Cranston (Residents’ Association).  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 

Cllrs N Brown & N Harland.  Ward Cllr H Rowson. S Roebuck (Residents’ Association) 

2.  Minutes of meeting held on 4th May 2016 
Chair asked if all accepted the minutes as a true record. All agreed. The Chairman signed 
the minutes. 
 

3.  Matters arising 
Chair confirmed this is not an agenda item but overall heading for items 4,5,6 & 7. 
 

4.  Report of the Treasurer of the Parish Council 
 The following report was read by the Clerk. 
 

The Parish Council has decided to increase the Precept for 2017-18 to £4500 due to 
increasing costs, additional hours required to maintain the website and annual hosting 
costs.  
 
The Parish Council received £355.01 in reclaimed VAT (from payments made in 2015-16 
accounts). The VAT reclaim for 2016-17 totals £289.08 and this has been submitted to 
HMRC and will be in the 2017-18 accounts. 
 
Alkborough Cemetery income has continued to be high this year with an increase on the 
previous year. A total of £4,050 was received for burial/cremation plots and reservations. 
Cemetery running costs were up on the previous year by £195.97. This was due to the 
purchase of a new strimmer £288. The Cemetery Fund at the end of the financial year 
stands at £12,889.80 reflecting an increase of 33.5% on the previous year.  
 
A new strimmer also had to be purchased for village grass cutting at a cost of £314.26 as the 
previous strimmer had belonged to the retiring volunteer. 
 
Additional money was spent on the Play Area. Following recommendations in the annual 
inspection, the timber edging had to be removed and a tarmac replacement due to the trip 
hazard. These works cost £652.32.   
 
3 Street Sports sessions were provided at a cost of £313.71 but shared between Alkborough, 
West Halton & Whitton parishes meant that our net contribution was just  
£104.58. 
 
A grant of £3328.60 was received from NLC as Parish Paths Partnership funding and this was 
paid to Grove Groundwork Services for grass cutting of the rights of way and permissive 
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footpaths. Funding of £250 was also received from the NLC Community Fund to pay for the 
celebrations for The Queen’s 90th Birthday. 
 
The first payment of the now ongoing annual web hosting charge was made of £150.00 
following the initial first year being included in the cost of creating and implementing the 
website. 
 
The Chairman asked if anyone had any questions. None received. 
 
5.  Report of the Parish Council  
 The following report was read by the Clerk. 

The Parish Council has met on 10 occasions during the year – 6 ordinary meetings plus 4 
planning meetings. The major change this year has been the Parish Council entering into the 
NLC Parish Paths Partnership scheme taking over responsibility for the maintenance of all 
Rights of Way footpaths and Permissive Paths.Funding provided by NLC paid the selected 
contractor – Grove Groundwork Services – to carry out this work, and was very successful 
with much improvement to the grass cutting of these paths. Various other issues on these 
paths have been identified – areas of deep mud, flooding and the long existing issue of bank 
slippage around Countess Close. Some footpath signposts also require replacement. It is 
hoped these issues will be rectified through the Parish Paths Partnership in the forthcoming 
season.  
 
Towards the end of April the Parish Council celebrated The Queen’s 90th Birthday. Thanks 
to NLC Community Funding a union jack themed party held in the Coronation Club added to 
the spectacle of the lighting of the beacon at the maze.  
 
The Parish Council website also went live at the end of April and has been very successful. It 
is updated on a regular basis with all documentation required by the Transparency Code and 
any news items and help needed etc.  
 
The provision of 3 Street Sports sessions was made possible by a joint collaboration 
between Alkborough, West Halton & Whitton parishes. These were held at West Halton 
Village Hall in school holidays. Although initial uptake was good, attendance dropped off 
significantly and it was decided to shelve this provision at the present time. 
 
Existing issues with the state of pedestrian highway footpaths in the parish have been partly 
resolved with the footpath along West Halton Lane being cut back to its original width and 
slurry coated late November. The Parish Council continue to lobby NLC for the path from 
Walcot to the cemetery to be attended to as soon as possible.  
 
This year has also seen negotiations with Alkborough School for the hedge around the 
school field to be trimmed on an annual basis. The part adjacent to the play area will be 
funded by the parish council, with Alkborough School paying for the rest.  
 
The Parish Council is in the early stages of investing the possibility of providing additional 
dog waste bins close to certain Rights of Way footpaths. 
As always, the Parish Council is very grateful to the many people who serve our community 
in a great variety of ways and for the hard work carried out by our many volunteers who 
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inspect the Play Area, maintain village benches and plant & maintain flower beds. All three 
of our village grass-cutting volunteers unfortunately gave notice at the end of the season. 
Mr Ken Goy retired from cutting the maze and the Parish Council would like to thank him for 
all the hard work he has put into several areas of the parish over many years. 
 
The Chairman asked if anyone had any questions. None received. 
 
6.  Report of the Residents Association 
 Ian Cranston from the Residents Association read out the following report. 
 
This is the annual report to the Parish Council.  The scope covers activities between May 
2016 and April 2017. 
The following were ongoing through the reporting period: 

Monthly meetings (as of January 2016, these were moved back to the 1st Tuesday) 
Maintenance of the Website 
Production and delivery of the Newsletter 
Monthly quizzes in the Club (with raffles to raise funds for the above) 
Representation at Parish Council meetings 
Weekly evening cycle rides through the summer months 

 
The following were achieved during the reporting period: 

The laying of a poppy wreath at the remembrance service on behalf of all residents. 
The photographic competition and subsequent production and sale of calendar (to raise 
funds for the Website and Newsletter).  
Due to the difficulty in obtaining coordinator resource by the Neighbourhood Watch, the 
meetings of the two organisations were merged. 
Certificated First Aid and defibrillator training open to all residents and provided free of 
charge.  

 
Financial report (from minutes of April meeting) 
 The bank balance is £1043. Petty cash is £14.  This is very slightly down on 2016. 
 
Notes for 2017: 
 With the introduction of the Parish Council website, and the take up of social media 

within the community, the Residents Association plans to discuss whether maintenance 
of the current website still represents good value for donors.   

 
The Chairman asked if anyone had any questions. None received. 
 

7.  Report of the Almshouse and Parish Estates Charity 

 Clerk read information received from Rev Pledger.  

There has been no activity or expenditure for the Almshouse and Parish Estates Charity. Nothing has 
changed. 

 

8. Any other business 

Chairman asked if any other business. None received. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.15pm. 


